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pressed them to prepare for their own, the hour of which is uncertain,
by watching, prayer, and good works." The bishop fell presently into
a languishing distemper, which daily increased, till, on the seventh day,
having received the body and blood of our Lord, he departed to bliss, to
which he was invited by the happy soul of his brother St Cedd and a
company of angels with heavenly music. He was buried in the Church
of St Mary, in Lichfield; but his body was soon after removed to that of
St Peter, in both places honoured by miraculous cures, as Bede mentions.
His relics were afterwards translated into the great church which was
built in 1148, under the invocation of the Blessed Virgin and St Chad,
which is now the cathedral, and they remained there till the change of
religion.1 See Bede, lib. iii. c. 28; lib. iv. c, 2 and 3.

The following feasts are celebrated on March 2:

ST CHAD : ST CHARLES, Earl of Flanders, martyr: ST JOAVIN or JOEVIN, Bishop, a disciple
of St Paul of Leon, in Great Britain: ST MARMAN, Bishop, who instructed the Northumbrian
princes, Oswald and Oswi, in religion; a man of great power in prayer: MARTYRS under
the Lombards in the sixth age: and ST SIMPLICIUS, an ornament of the Roman clergy, who
succeeded Hilarius as pope in 497. He sustained the Church amidst the greatest storms.

MARCH 3

ST CUNEGUNDES, EMPRESS
(A.D. 1040)

[From her life written by a canon of Bamberg, about the year 1152 ; also the
Dissertation of Henschenius, p. 267.]

ST CUNEGUNDES was the daughter of Sigefride, the first Count of Luxem-
burg, and Hadeswige, his pious wife. They instilled into her from her
cradle the most tender sentiments of piety, and married her to St Henry,
Duke of Bavaria, who, upon the death of the Emperor Otho III, was
chosen King of the Romans, and crowned at Mentz on the 6th of June,
1002. She was crowned at Paderborn, on St Laurence's day, on which
occasion she made great presents to the churches of that city. In the
year 1014, she went with her husband to Rome, and received the imperial
crown with him from the hands of Pope Benedict VIIL She had, by
St Henry's consent before her marriage, made a vow of virginity. Calumni-
ators afterwards accused her to him of freedoms with other men. The
holy empress, to remove the scandal of such a slander,.trusting in God,
the protector of innocence, in proof of hers, walked over red-hot plough-
shares without being hurt. The emperor condemned his too scrupulous
fears and credulity, and made her ample amend$. They lived from that
time in the strictest union of hearts, conspiring to promote in everything
God's honour and the advancement of piety.

Going once to make a retreat in Hesse, she fell dangerously ill, and

1 At the Reformation the remains of St Chad were rescued from destruction and they now
lie in the Cathedral (Catholic) at Birmingham which is named after him.